Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Woodbastwick, Ranworth and Panxworth which took place Wednesday 2nd May 2018 in Woodbastwick village hall

In attendance

Kit Cator (Chair)

KC
Stuart Goodall

SG


Andrew Lee 


AL
Mark Hadden

MH

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

Carol Champion, Parish Tree Warden and one resident also attended the meeting.

1.  
Apologies


Vivienne Adshead (VA) and Douglas MacKay (DM).

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May 2017


Agreed and signed as a true record.

3.
Matters arising from these minutes


None.

4.
Police report from Acle Safer Neighbourhood team


No report received but the Parish Council continues to receive monthly crime figures 
and police newsletters. 

5.
Report from Norfolk County Councillor


No report received.

6.
Report from Broadland District Councillor Frank O'Neill


Greater Norwich Local Plan


The current local plan is the Joint Core Strategy, which is under review. In or about 
2020 the JCS will be replaced by the Greater Norwich Local Plan.  Like other 
councils, Broadland cannot meet the land supply targets. Locally the burden is seen 
to be carried by Blofield and Brundall.  A possible solution involves extending the 
Norwich Policy Area across Norwich, South Norfolk and Broadland. The theory says 
that if the NPA is expanded this way the requirements will be met, meaning local plan 
policies would prevail everywhere. There is no guarantee this scheme will achieve 
the desired result and there is some resistance among parishes.


Planning


There have been a number of complaints regarding failure to enforce breaches of 
planning control within the Ward.  Enforcement is discretionary.  Currently all 
decisions lie with the enforcement team.  I have circulated a draft regulation for 
referring complaints to a new Planning Enforcement 
subcommittee for review. 
Overview & Scrutiny Committee will review the operation of planning enforcement 
generally.


Business Rates & Council Tax


Historically the source of local income was Business Rates, Council Tax and 
Government subsidy. Soon there will be no Government subsidy. We shall have to 
operate on locally generated income. Business rates depend on Rateable Value, 
which is set independently by the District Valuer Service. For the first time in six 
years 
Broadland has increased Council Tax. The uplift is 4.5% for a Band D home. 


The Northern Distributor Road 


The road was completed in April 2018.


A47 improvements. 


Whichever route is selected will involve junctions at the Eastern end of Yarmouth 
Road, Blofield and at White House; neither the junction for the Windle nor Cucumber 
Lane form part of this project; The designers are aware of the importance of North - 
South crossings such as Lingwood Road. 

7.
Parish Council Report – Chairman (Kit Cator)


During the year above your council has tried to keep pace with issues and events 
around our villages varying from anticipated fast broadband connection to potholes in 
our roads via planning applications and environmental problems.


None of this could have been done without the input of our members and It is very 
necessary  to thank all our councillors; Vivienne Adshead, our Vice Chair,  Stuart 
Goodall, Andrew Lee, Douglas MacKay and Mark Hadden, who was co-opted as a 
Councillor this year. It would be good to have another councillor representing 
Woodbastwick.


Eileen Oliver, our Parish Clerk, has also worked tirelessly on our behalf and I must 
thank her for keeping accurate records and accounts, duly audited independently, as 
well as monitoring all the planning applications from Broadland DC and the Broads 
Authority and correspondence with these and other public bodies. Eileen also 
maintains our parish website which can be used to advertise events and reminders in 
the interests of local groups and people and has become our Data Protection Officer.


Panxworth’s new SAM 2 speed awareness sign was delivered and installed during 
the year with help from the Norfolk County Council’s Parish Partnership Scheme and 
has proved very successful in reducing traffic speed through the village, especially 
on the Salhouse Road straight. Over 75% of traffic is now recorded at between 30 
and 35 mph which justifies this expense and our thanks must go to Vivienne and her 
Community Speedwatch team who have accomplished this. 


We are in the process of getting more speed restriction notices in Ranworth, to alert 
drivers to the danger of the Norton Hill and Staithe corners, this work has also been 
partly financed by the Parish partnership Scheme. We have analysed the Ranworth 
grips and promoted a reduced programme with the Highways Dept which has also 
agreed to tidy and clear the church footpath where necessary.


The Parish Council gives its comments on all planning matters and is consulted on 
many local and national issues as well as handling local problems within our villages. 
Residents are most welcome to attend our meetings which happen at 7.30 pm on the 
first Wednesday of every month (except August and December) alternately at 
Woodbastwick and Ranworth Village Halls. At these meetings we receive Police, 
District and County Councillor reports.

8.
Report from the Parish Tree Warden

I have not been able to make as much progress at producing and implementing a “Parish Management Plan for Trees, Woodlands & Hedges” in Ranworth, Woodbastwick & Panxworth as I had hoped, as I continue to spend a lot of time away dealing with family illness, death and dealing with my mother’s estate & preparation of her house for sale. I did however manage to make a start on other suggestions made in my report last year.

1
I produced a leaflet for Ranworth Village Fete in July 2017 to try to encourage local 
engagement and understanding of the value, and problems facing trees but have 
had no feedback. I would like to mail- drop this leaflet along with a current update on 
the problems of diseases and pests, and how the public can help.  Would the Parish 
Council be prepared to fund the printing of these. I would then deliver them to each 
household?

2
I've begun to collect a wide variety of tree seedlings/saplings for replanting where 
suitable. I’m hoping that this tree nursery will grow once people become aware of the 
situation.

3
Orchards East is funded by the Heritage Lottery fund for 3 years whose aim is to 
discover and understand the past, present and future of orchards in eastern England. 
The first part of this 
project is to undertake parish surveys to find out what there is/ 
remains/ was in each parish with a view to finding the best way forward to create 
more/ restore orchards throughout this 
region. I hope to start the survey for this 
parish in the next few weeks . it will also help me begin to make a record of what 
trees we have. 

4
I notice the land opposite the Malsters that used to be the public toilets no longer 
seems to have an owner.  This could make a good village orchard.

The threats of pests and diseases to our trees remain dire. Of those pests and diseases affecting trees, the following six are said to be at epidemic levels. 

• Chalara dieback of ash. • Dutch Elm Disease (DED). • Phytophthora ramorum. • Phytophthora austrocedri • Acute Oak 
Decline (OAD). • Oak Processionary Moth (OPM

This is why I think it’s vitally important to bring this to the notice of the wider public and enlist their help, not only in being aware and vigilant of the health of the trees around them but also in reporting concerns to the Forestry Commission using their online Tree Alert reporting tool (Three good-quality digital photographs are required to aid identification.) https://treealert.forestry.gov.uk/
It is also important to stress that mature trees should be retained and protected to help develop tolerant individual trees of which there are now a few Furthermore, by removing these trees we would be adding to the environmental impact. The DEFRA Chalara helpline is 0300 067 4000. 

Ash Die Back / Chalara

Ash dieback (aka Chalara) is a fungal disease caused by the fungus Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. It kills ash trees by blocking the water transport systems in the tree, leading to leaf loss, lesions in the wood and dieback of the crown of the tree.

Currently ash dieback is present in 44.1% of the UK ( 2017) and is expected to affect the vast majority of the ash trees across Britain. It will have devastating impacts on the landscape and ecological diversity of woodlands in the UK as well as a loss of connectivity as hedges and individual trees outside woods are lost.  

There is hope on the horizon; initial findings suggest that the UK may have some individual trees that are tolerant to ash dieback, giving the potential that the population could recover over time (50+ years). 

· Dark lesions – often long, thin and diamond-shaped – appear on the trunk at the base of dead side shoots

· The tips of shoots become black and shrivelled

· Blackened, dead leaves – may look a bit like frost damage

· The veins and stalks of leaves, normally pale in colour, turn brown

· Saplings have dead tops and side shoots

· In mature trees, dieback of twigs and branches in the crown, often with bushy growth 
further down the branches where new shoots have been produced

· In late summer and early autumn (July to October), small white fruiting bodies can be 
found on blackened leaf stalks.

WHAT TO DO: Retain and protect mature trees and develop tolerant individual trees.  The biggest danger is that healthy ash trees are felled in fear of them spreading disease.  By removing these trees we would be adding to the environmental impact. Look to alternatives species to fill the ecological gaps left behind.

If you think your ash tree has dieback contact DFERA to notify them of the outbreak on Chalara helpline on 0300 067 4000. Further information on Ash Dieback is available  https://www.forestry.gov.uk/ashdieback   Log any signs of dieback here with authorities https://treealert.forestry.gov.uk/
OAK PROCESSIONARY MOTH

OPM caterpillars can threaten the health of several species of oak trees (Quercus species)because they feed on oak leaves and produce silken nests on the trunks of affected trees. Large populations can defoliate, or strip bare, large parts of oak trees, leaving them vulnerable to attack by other pests and diseases, and less able to withstand stresses such as drought and flood. They will only feed on other trees if they run short of oak leaves to eat, and have been seen on hornbeam, hazel, beech, sweet chestnut and birch trees.

To people and animals: The caterpillars' thousands of tiny hairs contain a toxin which can lead to itching skin lesions and, less commonly, sore throats, breathing difficulties or eye problems. This can happen if people touch the caterpillars or nests, or if the hairs are blown into contact by the wind. Contact with the hairs can cause itching skin rashes and, less commonly, sore throats, breathing difficulties and eye problems. (The rash can be treated with antihistamine cream.)

The caterpillars can also shed the hairs as a defence mechanism, and lots of hairs are left in the nests, which is why nests should not be touched without protective clothing.

 
Key identifying features are that the larvae (caterpillars):

· move about in nose-to-tail processions;

· often form arrow-headed processions, with one leader and subsequent rows 
containing several caterpillars abreast;

· are most likely to be found in oak trees, and sometimes on the ground under oak 
trees;

· are most likely to be seen in late Spring and early Summer;

· have very long, white hairs which contrast markedly with other, shorter hairs; and

· do not live on fences, walls and similar structures, as some caterpillar species do.

Pine processionary moth (PPM).(There are no known populations in the UK of pine processionary moth (Thaumetopoea pityocampa), a closely related species which lives in pine trees.)

Report any sightings. Early action can kill them off and stop the spread

https://treealert.forestry.gov.uk/
Health precautions: People in the affected areas can take these simple precautions to minimise the health risks to themselves and their pets and livestock:

DO NOT:

· touch or approach nests or caterpillars;

· let children touch or approach nests or caterpillars;

· let animals touch or approach nests or caterpillars; or

· try removing nests or caterpillars yourself.

DO:

· teach children not to touch or approach the nests or caterpillars;

· train or restrain pets from touching or approaching them;

· keep horses and livestock a safe distance from infested oak trees. Covering or 
stabling livestock can help;

· see a pharmacist for relief from skin or eye irritations after suspected OPM contact;

· call NHS111 or see a doctor if you think you or someone in your care has had a 
serious allergic reaction;

· consult a vet if you think your pet or livestock has been seriously affected;

· call in a pest control expert to remove infestations in your own trees; and

· report any sightings
ACUTE OAK DECLINE

1 The splits are longitudinal forming in the cracks between the bark plates and are typically between 5 and 10cm long. They can be close to one another (10-20cm) or spaced further apart.

2 The bleeding patches usually become visible between one and two metres above the ground and can extend high into the canopy. Beginning in spring the fluid runs down the stem, staining the bark.

3 The bleeding often stops at certain times of the year, leaving dry, black streaks on the stems. The dried fluid can cake or form a crust around the split.

Acute oak decline affects mature English and sessile oak trees (Quercus robur and Q.petraea) of at least 50 years old but has been spotted in younger trees with a diameter of 10-12cm.

· Black weeping patches on stems and trunks

· Longitudinal splits or fissures in the bark at the site of the bleeds

· Lesions and necrotic tissue underlying the bleed points

· Larvae can weave a path between the inner wood and outer bark

· Canopy health seems fine in early stages but grows visibly thinner as trees decline

It appears that many trees are capable of recovering from the disease but individuals that are severely affected die within 4-5 years of developing symptoms

SUDDEN OAK DEATH – PHYTOPHTHORA ramorum

 Is a fungus-like pathogen called a water mould. It causes extensive damage and death to a wide range of trees and other plants.

 The disease is known in the USA as 'sudden oak death' and have caused significant damage to North American native oak and tanoak species, but have had little effect on Britain's two native oak species.

Larch trees have been affected in great numbers and it is known as 'Larch tree disease', 'Japanese larch disease' 

Symptoms on trees include lesions – sometimes known as bleeding cankers - which exude fluid from infected bark, visible as a black exudate which can dry to a crust on the trunk. The inner bark under this bleeding area is usually discoloured and dying. Trees die when the lesions become extensive on the main trunk.  Shoots and foliage can be affected, visible as wilted, withered shoot tips with blackened needles. The infected shoots shed their needles prematurely.

SUSCEPTIBLE TREES

Larch, beech, southern beech, some non-native oak species, including red oak  Turkey oak  and Holm oak  European sweet chestnut, horse chestnut, Douglas fir, true firs ,western hemlock,sitka spruce.  Bilberry, blueberry and heather are also susceptible

The Forestry Commission have produced a symptoms guide to help recognise when a sweet chestnut might have Ramorum disease and anyone who suspects they have found it on sweet chestnut trees is asked to report it to us immediately. 

No cure has been found and there are no effective chemical treatments available. There are fungicides which can suppress the symptoms, but none will kill the pathogen, so important to prevent or minimise any further spread of P. ramorum and the damage it causes. 

PHYTOPHTHORA AUSTROCEDRI

Phytophthora austrocedri is a damaging plant pathogen that was first seen in the UK in 2011 which primarily attacks juniper roots

It is particularly worrying because it affects juniper, one of our most rare native trees. There are only around 400 hectares of juniper woodland in Britain, mostly in Scotland.

It supports a specialised group of insects, fungi and lichens, as well as birds such as goldcrest, and provides winter cover for black grouse.  The disease often causes death of the host tree.

Symptoms

· Dieback of foliage, stem and collar lesions

· Foliage appears lighter colour than that of healthy trees, but later withers and turns 
bronze, then brown

· Can be confused with symptoms of other infection

· Confirmed in juniper at the Upper Teesdale National Nature Reserve (the largest 
area of native juniper woodland in England) in the North Pennines in 2011, and in 
Lawson cypress and Nootka cypress trees at two sites in Scotland

· Found at over 100 juniper sites, most in Scotland but also a number in Cumbria, and 
Devon by 2015

· Likely to spread slowly by natural means but also been found in plant nursery 
stock

HORSE CHESTNUTS

Leaves appear to have minor moth infection. The Horse Chestnut Leaf Miner is caused by larvae of the moth Cameraria ohridella which mine within the leaves.  Up to 700 mines have been recorded on a single leaf. While it does not affect tree health, it does afflict the appearance of horse chestnut trees, and can cause public concern. 

DO NOT FELL THESE TREES as they survive repeated infestations and produce leaves normally the following year. 

DUTCH ELM DISEASE

Dutch Elm Disease (DED) is a fungus which infects and kills elm trees. The fungus is carried by a bark boring beetle which into the bark of the tree forming several tunnels and laying its eggs. The fungus is transferred to the tree in the process. The fungus grows and spreads in the tree and blocks the water vessels in the tree.  This kills the tree slowly over a number of years through dehydration. In the meantime the bark beetle eggs hatch and the larvae are infected with the spores of the fungus. The larvae then mature and fly off to other elm trees which they then infect. 

While the main tree is killed most elms reproduce via underground suckers and these put up lots of new shoots. So while we have lost most of our mature elms there are a huge numbers of young trees shooting up at the moment. These young trees are free from disease for a while as until they reach a certain age their bark is not thick enough to be suitable for the bark boring beetle.  

There are very few mature elms left in our countryside.  The only area that has been successful in keeping its elms, through strict quarantine, is Brighton.

It appears that all elm species are affected to some degree but elms which reproduce via suckers are the most susceptible . These are so called ‘field elms’ such as smooth leaved, English and Cornish elm. 

The Wych elm occasionally reproduces by seed and is one of the most resistant to DED and there are also a wide range of horticulturally created, elms, such as the Huntingdon elm and the Dutch elm, many of which have some resistance to DED. 

No treatment for DED but to remove the affected tree as quickly as possible in order to prevent it becoming a source of infection as the beetles mature and fly off to new trees. 

If the tree does not have to be removed it is worthwhile retaining as mature elms are great landscape trees and we have lost so many of them already, and can support a wide variety of wildlife, from bats and birds through to insects that live in dead and rotting wood. Cultivars of elm selected for resistance to DED are available such as Ulmus japonica, and make good landscape trees.

Report it

If you think you’ve spotted ONE OF THESE DISEASES please inform the Forestry Commission using the Tree Alert reporting tool. Three good-quality digital photographs are required to aid identification.  _https://treealert.forestry.gov.uk/
9.
Parish Clerk’s Financial Report – Eileen Oliver


The financial year ended with a balance of £1,026 in the current account and 

£6,058.91 in the savings account.  The report of income against expenditure is 
attached to these minutes.

10.
Parishioners Forum


A resident queried the need to have two meetings.  It was explained that both are 
legal requirements.  

11.
Any other business


None.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2010 and was followed by the annual Parish Council meeting.

Signed: ….......................................................................  Date: …...................................

Chair

