Draft


Woodbastwick Parish Council

Incorporating Ranworth and Panxworth

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 2015 at Ranworth village hall

In attendance

Kit Cator (Vice Chair)
KC

Sue Hitchcock 

SH

Stuart Goodall

SG

Zoe Abbit


ZA

Vivienne Adshead

VA

Andrew Lee


AL

Eileen Oliver (Clerk)
EO

Also in attendance were County Councillor Tom Garrod, District Councillor Frank O'Neill and two residents.

1  
Apologies

None

2  
Declarations of interest

Kit Cator – Panxworth to Ranworth footpath.

Kit Cator and Stuart Goodall both declared an interest that was not a pecuniary interest  in line with Clause 33C of the Council's Standing Orders.  This being declared they were both entitled to participate in debating the item concerning village hall funding.

3 
Minutes of the meeting on 8th July 2015

Agreed and signed  as a true record.

4  
Matters arising

i) Co-option of an additional councillor – Angela Mobbs has said that she is happy to be co-opted but cannot join the Parish Council at the present time.

ii) Grass cutting – covered elsewhere on the agenda.

5  
Highways Matters

i) 
Salhouse Road, Panxworth – speed limit.

Nothing further to discuss at this meeting.

ii) 
Community Speed Watch

VA attended a site meeting with Janet Overton and three potential survey sites have been identified.  It is anticipated that training will take place in early October.  VA asked if Parish Councillors could join the session as they will then be able to train others if some of the candidates cannot attend.

iii) School Hill, Ranworth – correspondence between Simon Briggs (NCC Highways) and the property owners is still ongoing as the matter has to follow the correct procedures.  Councillor Frank O'Neill has spoken to the property owners who have told him that they are waiting for a formal order to move the fence.

iv) 
Bus services through Panxworth – the Clerk reported that the 06.55 service has been retained, but off peak services are now only available on Saturdays.  The Acle Ring and Ride service does not currently cover Panxworth.

6  
Adjournment of meeting for County and District Councillor reports and public participation 

i)  
Councillor Frank O'Neill has met the owners of School Cottage, Ranworth and his report is covered in 5.3 above.

ii) County Councillor Tom Garrod reported that the County Council had voted to

find the extra £10million required to meet the shortfall on the NDR.  Some cuts will need to be made but he assured the meeting that the road maintenance budget will not be adversely affected.  SH then raised the ongoing issue of the condition of the road through the Shearwater bends.  Councillor Garrod said he would raise this with Highways. Action: SH.

iii)  
Grass cutting – a resident reported that verges in Woodbastwick have not yet been cleared and there are still concerns regarding the vegetation on Norton Hill.  SH has contacted the Clerk at South Walsham Parish Council as the parish borders may be the issue here.  Councillor Garrod asked SH to forward the email to him and he will investigate the problem.  Action: SH.

7  
Environmental issues

i) Dog mess and litter on Ranworth Staithe:  

The dog mess situation has improved but litter remains an issue, with one bin being overfilled and others not used.  SH has contacted the Broads Authority to ask for improved signage.  Chris Morphew is the new contact.

A further issue concerning the Staithe had arisen over the use of the moorings when four wherries  were moored at the Staithe over a weekend in July, resulting in a number of other boats being unable to find space.  SH wrote to John Packman at the Broads Authority who replied saying that the presence of the wherries resulted in additional trade for local businesses and attendance at the concert in the church due to the increased number of visitors.  The owner of the shop at the Staithe considered it to be an unfair situation in that other groups (eg school parties) were not allowed to reserve moorings.  He was concerned that future business could be lost if boats were unable to moor on the Staithe.   SG, ZA and KC felt that the Parish Council should have a neutral view of this but agreed that the Broads Authority should give the Parish Council advance notice of such events.  SH to contact John Packman and the Wherry Yacht Charter Charitable Trust.  Action: SH.

ii) Update on application to change the definitive map – this was discussed at the end of the meeting after KC had left.   

iii)   
Panxworth to Pedham footpath - the Clerk has received a letter from the Woodbastwick estate stating that the track was never a permissive path and that there is no possibility of establishing public access through Wolseys Farm.  Clerk to respond acknowledging the response and asking if the Parish Council could be informed if the situation changed in the future.

8  
Correspondence

i)  
CPRE has provided a report on their rural light pollution survey.

ii) The Broads Authority have circulated their draft Changing Broads strategy for consultation.  SG felt that the Parish Council should respond to this, emphasising the importance of residents and parishes and sees the consultation as an opportunity to influence the Authority's forward planning strategy.  SG agreed to formulate the Parish Council's response.  Action: SG/EO.

iii)  
Police report received from PCSO Bob Hall – there were two reported crimes in the Parish during July.

iv)  
Broadland DC are consulting on Modifications to the Site Allocations section of the Local Plan.  Parish Councillors are concerned about the potential impact of the NDR on the local road network.

9  
Finance

i) The Clerk's finance report was agreed.

ii) 
Cheque signatories – the required changes have been made.  The signatories 
will individually register for internet banking and the necessary forms signed at 
the October meeting.

iii) Funding for village halls – SG had circulated a paper asking the Parish Council 
to make an annual grant to each of the two village halls.  After some discussion, 
SG put forward a proposal that:



“The Parish Council should make an annual grant to each hall, the amount to be 

reviewed and agreed annually”.

Five Councillors voted in favour, one against (the Chairman), so the motion was carried.  A grant of £500 was agreed for the 2015 – 2016 financial year.

10  
Planning issues

No new applications have been received, but SH told the meeting about an application 
made by the owners of Dove Cottage, Ranworth which had subsequently been with-drawn.

11  
Panxworth telephone kiosk


Purchase of the kiosk had been agreed at a cost of £1.  VA will talk to Peter Crook at South Walsham Parish Council and to Kit Cator, both of whom have introduced alternative uses for their village phone boxes.  VA will also investigate the situation regarding the electrical connection to the kiosk.  Action: VA.

12
Asset register – Clerk to circulate the register and insurance schedule.  

To be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  Action: EO.

13
Any other business 

i) VA enquired about the damage to Panxworth bridge.  Clerk to contact Justin Le May at NCC Highways to ask when the repairs would be carried out and for the Parish Council to have prior warning.  SG reported that that the 30mph sign at the approach to Ranworth from Norton Hill was missing and asked if that could be reported in the same email.  Action: EO.

ii) Ranworth Race Night – SG and ZA informed the other councillors of this forthcoming event.  Clerk to put it on the website.  Action: EO.

14
Update on application to change the definitive map:

The Statement of Case in respect of the proposed modification of the Definitive Map Modification Order has to be submitted by 13th October.  The Objectors have to submit their Statement of Case by the same date and then comments on one another’s statements have to be submitted by 24th November.  Sue Rumfitt will be dealing with this.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.55.  The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th October at 7.30pm in Woodbastwick village hall.

Signed …...............................................

Dated ….......................................

Chair

